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Voter Registrar Bruce Elfant issues statement 

on ‘motor-voter’ law compliance lawsuit 
 
Statement from Bruce Elfant, Travis County voter registrar and online voter registration advocate: 

“The Statesman article “Texas sued over ‘motor voter’ law” exposes a very real problem with attempting 

to register to vote when renewing Texas driver’s licenses online and it can easily be resolved by joining 

the more than 30 states that currently offer online voter registration.  

“It is confusing to citizens who go to the Texas Department of Public Safety website and click on their 

desire to register to vote or update their voting address because they assume they have completed the 

voter registration process. They think their voter registration is automatic and it is not. They still have to 

print and mail in a voter registration form in order to register to vote.  

“Most Texans, especially digital natives, find it hard to believe that a state a big as Texas does not offer 

online voter registration. The state allows citizens to conduct a wide variety of online transactions, from 

renewing your driver’s license to property tax payments to checking on your right to work through the 

federal eVerify system. 

“Online Voter Registration is proven to be more secure, accurate, and far less expensive than our 

current outdated paper-based process. I could show you many voter registration applications where it is 

almost impossible to decipher the person’s handwriting. Our Legislature could easily resolve this 

lawsuit, save taxpayer dollars and make voter registration more accessible, accurate and secure by 

approving online voter registration for Texans.” 

________ 

For more information and stats on online voter registration, go to: 

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/issue-briefs/2015/05/online-voter-registration  

Austin American-Statesman article by Chuck Lindell: http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/texas-sued-

over-motor-voter-law-compliance/nqkfY/?icmp=statesman_internallink_referralbox_free-to-premium-referral  
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