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Students to pick U.S. President Tuesday, Oct. 4
in Travis County Mock Presidential Election

AUSTIN — Elementary, middle and high school students in Travis County will soon have the
opportunity to pick the next President of the United States.

Tuesday, Oct. 4, a countywide mock Presidential Election will take place at participating
schools. The election is open to public, private and charter schools and is being supported by
the Travis County Tax Office’s Voter Registration Division, the Travis County Clerk’s Elections
Division, the Austin-area League of Women Voters and the University of Texas’ Annette
Strauss Institute for Civic Life.

Before the election, students will register to be voters, receive faux voter registration cards,
become members of the Electoral College, be reporters covering the story, receive “I Voted”
stickers and more. Due to Voter ID, students will be instructed they must bring their voter
registration card to the polls to vote.

“Working together we can excite students about the civic process and energize them to look
forward to the day they can really vote,” said Travis County Voter Registrar Bruce Elfant. “It will
be interesting to see who the students elect for President and then who the county’s eligible
voters decide on in the real Presidential Election on Nov. 8.

“Will the student election be a barometer for who will be the next President of the United
States?,” Elfant continued.

Travis County will collect the results from all schools participating in the Mock Presidential
Election. Each participating school will submit their results to AISD’s Central Counting Center,
which will be operated by the school district, the Annette Strauss Institute and the tax office’s
Voter Registration Division. Results will be broadcast on AISD’s community access cable
Channel 22.



Schools wanting to participate in the mock election must sign up on the Travis County Tax
Office website at http://bit.ly/MockElectionSignUp before Sept. 27. The Mock Presidential
Election Curriculum Booklet is available at http://bit.ly/MockPresidentialElection.

“‘We have designed activities throughout the month of September for students to prepare for
the Mock Presidential Election so the sooner a school signs up the more activities there will be
for students,” Elfant noted.

The Mock Presidential Election is part of the tax office’s First Vote! educational initiative, which
includes the county clerk’s office and Austin’s League of Women Voters. Questions may be
sent to TaxOffice@TravisCountyTX.gov.
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The Travis County Tax Office annually collects more than $3 billion in local property taxes for 117 local government entities and $4
million in fines and fees for Justice of the Peace and County Courts at Law. The office registers and titles almost 1 million vehicles,

registers over 600,000 voters, and supports elections for 201 local government entities. The Tax Office operates five locations in Travis
County and many services are available online.


http://bit.ly/MockElectionSignUp
http://bit.ly/MockPresidentialElection
mailto:TaxOffice@TravisCountyTX.gov

