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Statement by Travis County Voter Registrar Bruce Elfant 
on the 50th anniversary of the historic march on Selma 
 
“We must never forget Selma. We must always remember that “Bloody Sunday” when American citizens were 

clubbed, gassed and beaten simply because they wanted to register to vote. 

“The courageous actions at Selma capped a nearly 200-year struggle to ensure the right to vote belonged to all 

Americans, not just a privileged class, but to every citizen in the United States. 

“Those who risked and gave up their lives to ensure voting rights understood that a representative government 

must represent all Americans. That historic march at the Edmund Pettus Bridge enabled millions of 

disenfranchised Americans to be represented, but today the sad truth is that for too many Americans the right 

to vote has not resulted in the act of voting. 

“I believe President Johnson and Dr. King would be stunned to know that 50 years later nearly 60 million eligible 

voters don’t vote - not because of obstacles placed in their way, but because they do not make voting a priority 

– they choose not to vote.  

“Thanks to those who marched in Selma and elsewhere so that all Americans have the right to vote. We owe it 

to those who came before us and who will come after us to zealously protect our hard fought Constitutional 

rights, and yes, our very freedom, by voting.” 


