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January 12, 2015

Honoring voter registration volunteers Jan. 15

Voting rights event kicks off 50" anniversary of Voting Rights Act
Thursday (MLK’s actual birthday) at LBJ Library

WHEN: 2 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 15, 2015
WHERE: Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library and Museum, 2313 Red River St., Austin, TX.

SPEAKERS: Bruce Elfant, Travis County Tax Assessor-Collector and Voter Registrar; Mark Updegrove, LBJ Library
director; and Regina Lawrence, director of the Annette Strauss Institute for Civic Life at the University of Texas.

HIGHLIGHTS:

e You will hear 50 years to the day the conversation between President Johnson and Martin Luther King Jr.
on what’s needed to pass the Voting Rights Act.

e See President Johnson's address to Congress urging passage of the Voting Rights Act to ensure equal
voting access for African Americans.

e (Celebrate the nation’s army of voter registration volunteers through the Travis County Volunteer Deputy
Registrars and partner organizations, who will be feted for their outstanding accomplishments in
reaching out to the community to register voters.

e  Watch the county’s Voter Registrar Bruce Elfant swear in more than 400 Volunteer Deputy Registrars at
once. (This mass swearing in ceremony is expected to take place around 3:45 p.m.)

“Volunteer Deputy Registrars do not ask for your party affiliation or non-affiliation, don’t care what color you are or how
much money you make - they give their personal time so their fellow citizens have the opportunity to register and vote how
they see fit in city, county, state and national elections.” — Travis County Voter Registrar Bruce Elfant

RESOURCES: Historical Voting Rights Act photos are available for download and print on the LBJ Library website,
http://www.lbjlibrary.net/collections/photo-archive.html LBJ’s remarks at the signing of the Voting Rights Act
http://www.lbjlibrary.net/collections/selected-speeches/1965/08-06-1965.html

The Travis County Tax Office annually collects more than $3 billion in local property taxes for 117 local government entities and $4
million in fines and fees for Justice of the Peace and County Courts at Law. The office registers and titles almost 1 million vehicles,
registers over 600,000 voters, and supports elections for 201 local government entities. The Tax Office operates five locations in Travis
County and many services are available online.
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